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Happy November, everyone — and Happy Thanksgiving! 

This season always reminds me how thankful I am for our union, our strong 
membership, and the collective power that allows us to protect our benefits, 
advocate for our students, and secure improvements like the new 
early-retirement sick-day incentive added to our contract this year. 

You should be receiving your NYSTRS Benefit Profile soon. If you are within 
five years of retirement, please create or update your MyNYSTRS.org account 
so you can review your service credit, projections, and eligibility. 

If you are even considering retiring effective June 30, I strongly encourage you to schedule an 
appointment with NYSTRS now. Speaking with a representative early will help you understand your 
options and avoid rushed decisions later (Read NYSUTs publication Your Blueprint for a Successful 
Retirement here. You will need your NYSUT member number for access.) 

A few key reminders about the new incentive: 

●​ To access the early-retirement sick-day benefit, you must submit an irrevocable letter of 
resignation for retirement purposes dated June 30. 

●​ The District must receive this letter by February 1 of the school year you plan to retire.​
Please start preparing now so you don’t miss the deadline. 

Under this incentive, members who retire in their first year of retirement eligibility (or within the 
window before any legislatively reduced pension applies) will receive $150 per unused sick day, up to 
the contractual maximum. (Note that your first 100 days are used to cover your healthcare costs in 
retirement.) This incentive will be paid as an Employer Non-elective Contribution, which means it goes 
directly into your retirement savings — not as cash. 

Because of this, if you do not already have a 403(b) account, please open one. The district’s 
contribution for this incentive must be deposited into a 403(b) plan. You can use your financial advisor 
to do this or do it yourself through the OMNI portal.  

This Thanksgiving, know how grateful I am for each of you and for the solidarity that makes our union 
strong. Please reach out with questions, and take care of yourselves as we head into the busy weeks 
ahead. In the meantime, our newly updated OCTA Resource guide is available at all times to help 
answer any questions you might have!  

In solidarity,​
Carrie Patane, OCTA President 

 

Congratulations to our most recent OCTA Spotlight Recipients!  

 

http://mynystrs.org
https://www.nysut.org/members/retirees/retirement-guide
https://www.nysut.org/members/retirees/retirement-guide
https://www.omni403b.com/SRA/Landing/292?sel=True&scoe=False
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nAu97ZP2XosyTZJNpD1thRRtKBRKztltZ4cNee5qREg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nAu97ZP2XosyTZJNpD1thRRtKBRKztltZ4cNee5qREg/edit?tab=t.0
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Maureen Bennett is a dedicated Special Education teacher at OHS. Although she joined OCSD in 

December 2024, she brings over 25 years of 
teaching experience to our district. Throughout her 
career, Maureen has taught in Hawaii and Sandy 
Creek, spending the majority of her time at CiTi 
BOCES. Her passion for teaching began early, 
inspired by her experiences babysitting nonverbal 
children. The joy she found in connecting with 
them led her to pursue a career in special 
education—a calling she has embraced ever since. 
Maureen is a valued member of our school 
community. Her compassion, patience, and 
commitment to her students are evident in her 
daily work, especially with those who face 
significant challenges. She takes great pride in 
building 

meaningful relationships with her students and treasures the 
moments when they feel comfortable enough to share their 
lives with her. Outside of school, Maureen enjoys traveling, 
spending time with her family, and relaxing with her St. 
Bernard, Rex, at their family camp. 
 

KPS’ November Spotlight: Katherine Robinson 

Katherine Robinson grew up in Oswego and is a proud 
Kingsford Park alum, having attended KPS from grades 1–6 
before graduating from Oswego High School. After a few 
college and major changes, she returned home to earn her 
Elementary Education degree from SUNY Oswego. She has 
been with OCSD for eight years and is now in her seventh 
year teaching 3rd grade. 

Katherine loves teaching “the oldest of the youngest” and 
says the best part of her work is truly getting to know her students as individuals. “The better I know 
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them, the better I can support them. I love showing my students that learning can be fun and that they 
can do hard things.” 

Outside of school, Katherine enjoys adventures with her son, Lincoln—whether they’re exploring 
bookstores and coffee shops, visiting beaches, or camping with friends and family in the summer. 

This year, she looks forward to learning alongside her colleagues and doing what’s best for students. 
Twenty years from now, she hopes to still be sharing the magic of a good book and finding joy in the 
classroom every day. 

Thank you, Katherine, for everything you bring to KPS. We’re lucky to have you! 

Amy Ditota – Riley Elementary School 

This month, we’re proud to spotlight Amy Ditota, who 
joined the Oswego City School District just two months 
ago and is already making a positive impact at Riley 
Elementary. Originally from Baldwinsville, Amy 
graduated from Baldwinsville High School before 
continuing her studies at SUNY Canton and SUNY 
Geneseo, later earning her master’s degree from SUNY 
Oswego. She currently teaches Special Education and is 
passionate about helping students grow—especially as 
they learn to read. 

Outside of school, Amy enjoys spending time with her 
husband, Joe, and their three children: a son and daughter 
in high school and another daughter in middle school. 
Their busy schedules keep the family on the go, but they 
always make time for board games, movies, cheering on 
the Bills, and traveling together whenever they can. This 
year, Amy looks forward to learning more about the 

district, building strong relationships with students, staff, and families, and discovering a new travel 
destination to explore with her family. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your NYSTRS Benefit Profile Is Now Available! 

Benefit Profiles Available 

Members in your district can access their Benefit Profile online in 

their secure MyNYSTRS accounts. Members who opted for a 

paper copy will receive one in the mail. 

  

Each Profile provides a summary of a member's service credit 

and earnings – key factors of their retirement benefit formula – 

and may also include projections of a member's service 

retirement benefit, disability and death benefits, contributions 

summary, loan details (if applicable) and beneficiary 

designations. 

  

Encourage members to ensure their information is current and accurate. Any issues will be 

easier to resolve now than when a member nears retirement. Members can update beneficiaries 

in MyNYSTRS and should contact their employer(s) if they need any corrections to their 

service or salary data. 

 
Watch The Road to Retirement 

Did you see our recent video? We invite you to travel on The Road to Retirement. No matter 

where you are in your career, this two-minute video will tell you what you need to do to prepare 

for retirement. Don't forget to share it with members in your district so they can do the same 

 

 

 

https://a.links.nystrs.org/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsecure.nystrs.org%2FMyNYSTRS%2F/1/0100019aa26e1bcb-dcddc67a-404a-4863-8477-20d5148e0b5e-000000/FCb67dH163WRCITSzQ9xbYVtRpMujDpzO_n0Ovmoy3k=432
https://a.links.nystrs.org/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlBqzCkUkf1c/1/0100019aa26e1bcb-dcddc67a-404a-4863-8477-20d5148e0b5e-000000/70OaHx72hcwKzk6e0i1yxUQ0jxLXMJdt9eJ8gxQq4xk=432
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/Oswego?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9nqzGbgsPffNseDJWbPrarQ3vHkeL9_nr2aWzEajG05MT2W2dSmGhQ5OrkI1QwkNprqMXyWhJJSK_CKmW_nnbeIqdEZg&_hsmi=390296801&utm_content=390296801&utm_source=hs_email#/
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Thank you, OCTA members, for making SRP Day extra special this 
year! We celebrate our SRPs every day, but 2025 SRP Recognition Day was 
truly special. 
On Tuesday, November 18, 2025, NYSUT members across New York honored the 
incredible School-Related Professionals who make our schools run every single 
day. From early morning bus routes to after-school cleanup, from bandaging 
scraped knees to serving nutritious meals, from maintaining safe buildings to 
supporting our classrooms — our SRPs once again showed how they Rise to the 
Challenge. 

The response from locals and members across the state was overwhelming! We 
received hundreds of submissions showing how you celebrated your SRPs and 
highlighted the difference they make in your schools and communities. Your stories 
and photos are a powerful reminder of why these dedicated professionals deserve 
recognition not just on their special day, but throughout the year. 
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DENTAL INFO!  
Dental Administrator Lindsay Voigt octadentalplan@gmail.com   
Have you had a recent address change? Please use the email below 
to alert Lindsay! 

Please feel free to reach out to OCTA Dental at: 
octadentalplan@gmail.com should you have any questions about 
this or anything else dental related! 

 

Did you know as a Delta Dental Member you gain access to exclusive 
perks such as: Virtual Dentistry, BrushSmart, Hearing aids and LASIK discounts, 
LifePerks, Wellness resources?  

 

Members can easily get all the info on these 
perks - just click HERE!  

If you need to establish a new dental provider of 
find a specialist in your area you can search for 
dental providers by visiting this link!  

Click on this hyperlink to read the most recent 
issue of Delta Dental’s monthly magazine 
called GRIN!  

 
Click HERE to create an account 
with Delta Dental or log in to your 
existing Delta Dental account!  ​
 

 

mailto:octadentalplan@gmial.com
https://www1.deltadentalins.com/memberperks.html
https://www1.deltadentalins.com/find-a-dentist-members.html
https://www.grinmag.com/content/dam/new-grin-magazine/ddpa/en/archive/2024/17845-4%20Fall%20Grin-8.5x11_F-LR-Spreads.pdf
https://www.grinmag.com/content/dam/new-grin-magazine/ddpa/en/archive/2024/17845-4%20Fall%20Grin-8.5x11_F-LR-Spreads.pdf
https://www1.deltadentalins.com/
https://www1.deltadentalins.com/
https://www1.deltadentalins.com/
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https://advisorsib.com/nysutmb-25/
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Click on the image below to read the latest in Union News!  
 

 

 

https://united.nysut.org/issue/november-december-2025/
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Have you visited the OCTA website yet? What are you waiting for!!?? 

Click on the screenshot of the image below to explore the site! Find quick links to important union 
documents like the new OCTA Contract, the OCTA building officer list, and the new OCTA resources 
guide! Click on the image below to link to the website! Many of your questions can also be found 
in the 2025-2026 Resource Guide. The link to this is ALSO posted on our OCTA Webpage!  

 

 
_____________________________________ 
Need A Quick NYSUT Membership Card? 

Login here and download a PDF of your membership card. 
 

To request a replacement for this card, call NYSUT at 1-800-342-9810 
ext. 6224

 

 

http://www.theocta.org/index.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nAu97ZP2XosyTZJNpD1thRRtKBRKztltZ4cNee5qREg/edit?tab=t.0
http://www.theocta.org/
https://www.nysut.org/log-in-landing
https://www.nysut.org/_Handlers/MemberCard.ashx?localId=08135
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